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How purple photosynthetic bacteria harvest solar  

energy: from single molecules to whole membranes 
 
 

This lecture will describe the structure and function of purple 
bacteria antenna complexes.  Their x-ray crystal structures 
will be presented.  Then the energy transfer reactions they 
catalyse will be described especially informed by single mol-
ecules experiments.  Finally a model of the whole photosyn-
thetic membrane will be presented. 
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